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CUPA/ARUC 

Concordia University Pensioners’ Association 

Association des Retraité(s) de l’Université Concordia 

 
MINUTES OF THE FIFTY-SEVENTH MEETING 

 

Wednesday, November 4, 2015 – 10:00 A.M. 

Room H-767, Hall Building, Sir George Williams Campus 

 

1. Call to Order and President’s Remarks 

 

President Bill Knitter called the meeting to order at 10:13 a.m. 

 

Bill welcomed all attendees and announced that Ann Soden would be the guest speaker at 

11:00 a.m.  Ann is an Elder Law lawyer and she will address issues of enhanced estate 

planning, planning for incapacity, end-of-life planning, housing and care options, mental 

capacity, legal representation and the prevention of elder abuse and financial exploitation. 

 

Bill recognized and read the names of Concordia retirees who had passed away since the Fall 

2015 General Meeting. Bill welcomed new CUPARUC members and announced the names 

of all new members who had joined since the Fall 2015 Meeting. 

 

2. Approval of the Agenda 

 

The agenda was approved. 

 

3. Minutes of the Meeting of April 30, 2015 

 

The minutes of the April 30, 2015 meeting were distributed. The minutes were adopted 

unanimously. 

 

4. Business Arising from the Minutes 

 

There was no particular business arising from the Minutes other than what appears under 

Reports or elsewhere in the Agenda. 

 

5. Reports 

 

5.1. Financial Report and Membership Statistics 

 

The Interim Financial Statement for the period June 1, 2014 – May 31, 2015 was made 

available to all attendees. Bill Knitter presented the financial report on behalf of Garry 

Milton. He informed members that the balance on May 31
st
 was $15,156.10 and the 

balance on August 31
st
 was $21,421.03. The total revenue since June 1, 2015 is 

$15,422.02, which is made up from membership fees, net receipts from the annual 

dinner as well as a $500 contribution from Concordia. Total expenses to-date are 
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$10,128. The major expenses relate to the general meetings and events ($5,757), printing 

of the newsletter and meeting documents ($1,046) and postage costs for the mailing of 

the newsletters ($1,110). The association also spent $993 in legal fees for opinions 

related to the anticipated new pension legislation. 

 

To-date, there are 285 active paid members for the 2015-16 year. An additional 148 

members have paid dues at some point over the past four years but have yet to renew for 

the current year. It should be noted that all mailings go out to all paid members as well 

as to anyone that has paid membership fees over the past four years. 

 

5.2. Pension and Benefits Committees 

 

Bill Knitter introduced Howard Fink (Chair, Pension and Benefits Committee) and 

George Tsoublekas (CUPARUC Alternate Pension and Benefits Representative) and 

thanked them for their work on the Benefits and Pension Committees on behalf of 

CUPARUC. 

 

5.2.1. Benefits Committee 

 

Howard presented the written report he had prepared, which was made available to 

all attendees and is appended to the minutes. 

 

5.2.2. Pension Fund 

 

George Tsoublekas presented the written report he had prepared on the performance 

and state of the pension fund, which was made available to all attendees and is 

appended to the minutes. George noted that his report is based on preliminary 

unaudited data. 

 

5.3. Social Activities Committee  

 

Wendy Hedrich (Chair, Social Activities Committee) reported that the Christmas 

luncheon will be held on December 10
th

 in the Refectory on the Loyola Campus.  

Proposed social activities are listed in the newsletter.  Please contact Wendy if you are 

interested in attending any of the events or if you would be interested in organizing one 

or more events in the upcoming year. 

 

Wendy requested that if anyone has ideas for social events to please let her know. 

 

5.4. Scholarship Committee  

 

A written report was made available in the Fall 2015 Newsletter. Mary Baldwin (Chair, 

Scholarship Committee) reported that four graduate awards would be awarded, 2 to 

students in Arts and Science, 1 to Engineering and Computer Science and 1 to a student 

in JMSB.  Mary reminded everyone to note the Scholarship Fund on the Annual Giving 

Form.  
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Mary remarked that the students who receive our awards are always most appreciative. 

She encouraged all present to be generous in order that our fund can grow. 

 

5.5. Technical Committee 

 

Roger Kenner (Chair, Technical Committee) noted that the website is up to date, 

including the latest newsletter. He encouraged people to check the website on a regular 

basis as the “Latest News” section on the home page is kept current with the most recent 

information about upcoming meetings, events and news. 

 

The list serve has been changed to cupa@lists.concordia.ca 

 

Roger noted that it is a challenge keeping the membership list up-to-date.  If you check 

the list of members on the website, the names are in different colours if an email is not 

active or unavailable. 

 

5.6. Newsletter / Issue with Retiree’s Email Addresses 

 

John Woodrow (Chair, Newsletter Committee) noted that the Spring newsletter had been 

mailed to members and posted on the website thanked everyone. 

 

John noted that two newsletters per year are sent out to the members.  If anyone is 

interested in taking over as editor of the newsletter, please contact John or Bill. 

 

5.7. Membership Recruitment 

 

Doreen Hutton (Chair, Membership/Recruitment) submitted a written report she had 

prepared, which was made available to all attendees and is appended to the minutes.  

Thank you to both Doreen and John for working with Human Resources recently on 

membership recruitment. 

 

5.8. Relations with Other Associations  

 

No report 

 

6. Other Business 

 

Bill reminded everyone that the Christmas lunch will be held at Loyola and encouraged 

everyone to attend for good food, nice location. 

  

Bill introduced members of the Executive Committee and thanked all members for their 

service and noted that they were a great group of people to work with. 

 

7. Next Meeting 

 

The Spring General Meeting is tentatively scheduled for 10:00 a.m., the last week of April, 

mailto:cupa@lists.concordia.ca
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2016, on the Loyola Campus. 

 

8. Adjournment 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:52 a.m. following a unanimous motion. The formal 

meeting will be followed by a talk from our guest speaker, Ann Soden, who will speak on 

putting our financial house in order. 

 

Following the meeting we were treated to lunch by the Concordia Centraide Committee.  A 

presentation was given by a representative from Centraide during the luncheon encouraging 

everyone to make a donation to this worthwhile cause. 

 

 

Minutes submitted by 

Wendy Hedrich 

April 29, 2016 
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